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:::;/:. ~ .'. : .. ,:~;": " . '.': ':";:'
~.riot:wy pU11>~s!lmerely. to give a)ist 9f aboriginal names. of}. .
~'8.nd constellation&~:' ;Loo~gover.themil.terials to hand, 'p.nctr . . .
.ng.foi'th the .!lStron.omical:krio1Y~edgep~88essed. .by~'aboriginelf{' ,

'. .1,1stralia;I have tried to ~d,pciints' ot~ter~s.t ,to ~v~ch.sV~ciIlJ/ ;.
. ltion.. might be dh'eGted. .:'A.re;'ither~;; t~ce~,.o~<sy.steri:!~tic::< . .'

igements. of .the stars 1.,: . ~here;~a.rerin'c1eed;!; eVidences':)o£;, .

;iriati6n:intracing :res,emblances .betw~~ii;b~je~t~"d:n\the:':~D.rj;1i:;r:.'
;the 'outline.formed ::by ..cei'tain.stars/..;Thus we.have:, the'."" .
hem: OroWn forriling the curve of. a boomerang j 8..grPup.pf<.
in the Lion (as it appears tome) ,ex.hibiting the' Shape..of..an:!::.

_.e's .claw j the Crow; a.;'a kangaroo j.tBe-qoal~sack,.1i.sthEi.bodyof ;;j:;'

cri;:.'emu j the stars composingthe.Dolphin,'asa greatfish.';and,ther::.
~~ams. o~.stars .inBorcnice's' H~, 'as,:1Lj;r~,~'vitll :.three;princip~:=;;, .'

ir/3.ilches.' :'..:<. <:.:,. .:";'..'" ,.'.. ',.' :'.:: ,:.~}:../i;::- ":<"::'::'::;" :.~...j-'~'(?-~:f"

"'~utthere are mQre,important materiais 'thari.'these to consider..:':
~to.the literatur~ of the subject, the most. ::valuable>paper OD:,i
,iigiiiiU, astrono$y ",which I have been' il.ble~o find is one re~d' ~
!:Mi'.'Wo '.E..: Stanbridge,' before the Pl1ilosophical Institute of.~: .
~toria; as far ,back as:~he 30th. September, 1857.:It is.pub-.,{
led. in' the secoi:lcl volume. of,Transactions : of the . Institrif;e,. ,at:;:;'.' ."

'ras.:i37-40. The :information 'cOntaiil~d~.it )\'aii:qbta.med;.ff~I!i:..T;.'
..#be'. called :.:the.:;Booro~gi:whQ. d'!~t~!l:~outi;La~e~Tynn,;,~,:iihe'\: :,: .

~ee;. ~untrj .:~.the ::werrt':{i?~(ric~~~;;;, ~~ .~Q:e;imp~rtaht.\:,. ,"
'~matic a.rra.ngements,regardmg,th!'l'.sWS,,~ mdicated In the':.~ .
P~i .will be~briefly stated,as, introduptory to.. ~ther'sY8teinatiq .:j.':
:rllongements of 'an .astronomiC}801character; which are. not.Htated .:.
"- -,r..Stanbridge, but which can neyerthelQssbe: gatheredfrom;.,,~

ri!lols.he has supplied. " W.e ' lonrn .thato.mythologicaJ:~o~~\t(
[oIl'.was. maM~ between' certain atai:s :-iind ~:the se!l.sonsiof;the:' :::;
;?Th~s, ,the.;Pleilides .(Lar.~a1~~j'lc):.!l:re; a. gro1ip'bf ,yo\tng):' '..

D.le~.plliyirigto a cofroboree'pai-tyof yoililg men (Kullmnbu.llci),
~eilted by .the',:beWand dh:k:of,OrlOD;':".:T1}.e.:red sw' .Alde-:.".
\n;~GellaHec,'. or .rose;-crested .Oock.a.tQo,:is n'.1i.!oldman keep-;,;'
;jjij~e:to .the' da.ri.cers.~.This: asasuminer;group c.orrei!ponda:,; - '.
'.,,~ith;:the:be8.1itiful-:moonlight.nights.: of NovI'Jnber,arid.,r. . 0;., .'<':

'riber;.whenthe'8.iris balniy, and'. the .signs .':in the heavens..'':::' .~.:..,;:~:/~."
~fresplerident groups pf OrioIi and'ilie' Pleiades,with sucJ1~!:, ..: ".,;""I.;~
~.;' . -,. . . '. . , .,,::.:.~

'"
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rj:.:~':i.:"As~r~n,9~lYof the Al1s~.r~~ian,'~~origine~:'~
. . '~y the REV~ PETER MAoPiIERSON,. :M.A. .' .
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\.i!II:~!~lt~]!f'~~~~E';t~\~
'.:r.ed!'stai\No~966in;KingOharles',Oak;.thefemale crow; Stra.ngeI1~!.'. .
<~D:dt1gh,thEJ:.(iJrow.represents! thee benefaotor::of ~.the.:a.borigina.l:..
;j;ii.ce~.,He is,the']~rom;etheusj; the .;!jre-bringer;iwhdse good. deeda;)

:.atece1ebrated iD::6rB'-legends:over..the 'greatest: part: of. A.us~;. '

r:.;:;.H8.vfuggo~some1;~g like-.systetriatia.. mailgem.entS;. the:q#eii..~
:.'liOiJ::ooourredwhether.~other.. aiTa.hgementS 'might. be discoverable:\
.$-om t1!.6'materiaJ.s..Mr,' Sta.n.'bridgesupplied; though they'were:not:..
~po~ted':'o\1t!by' him.:. .ThUs ':we'. .:find ..that" Arcturus (Marpea.i1~;.
'~k)' is"the. mothe~': of..:Antares;:' whioh:.the' .Boorong"people'..'

:DJiilled.Djuit.:;:, Then."agam,,'Y.agK.. (Neilloan). is' themother::ofi:
".P.otyarg.uir(.A.~) in Aquil8.{. Moreovel',.tws)' Small starspla;oed>
.:otosely:together: near,' the '.heack of>Ca.pri,co1'1;lus;:represent:the::fin",.
;jgem of'an unoleo! Totyargwl~:' This,jvarrior: had ;.been;killed by;,
'.'~Uny,ips iD.thewatel",. but IbiS, remain~k;w'~&i .res~uedi})y:.hjS:;Uuc,lek';
:w,hqse: name;was..aollenbitcl~ilc;, .TMtwP]ittl~ starS :are'hiS::fi*gers::~.' .

,:~~eu:ng:Jor' ,.the;: shore~~ ',ThuS' ,JIiythologiual:; asSociationst c~n#~~.. ..'. ,
~ and .Aj).taresas one,;: all'd.:.Vegat,.Aqui18:;,:and:..thELSihiill:::."

(Stars neli.r the: head: of:Caprlcornus: as Ituother family' grriup;.; ,} ,.~;':: "
[':{:.With,t]iesemateria.1S .we: can:dei;ermme .the.principle on whiCh.~, ,
:;ai;Syste:inatic. groupmg: haS,been', triade;:'~;, Threif:stars .near; each,:' '. '" " .
,i'ot1,.erj::i!ondin IIilinev or 'nE1arly SO,,,form.; 'asta.rtjJlg-poirit.:..;.Herioe~:' . '
~d.,have the'.thtee Idm:a.in- Orion'sr peIt~:.theiJllee:'iD.'the',ScorpiQiii.: .
~WitJi:.A.ntares'iniihe"middle,: 1i.Dd:..the';i.three.ifu;':.Aquila.>..A1l: i£ra\

~clug~t;into' ser.vloe.:'. ..These" three:, tHadS'~of~ sumf Iiore'cif SUch::",i:' ,

)racter:. iIs.:to': pti:ik~:tthe.:',eye'. afj:.dtice~':':.They 8ta.ud,out.'in:.',B":','
'.'.,' marked~: nill.nner:;:from" all:. the: stars: .about>.iihem;:. Those,':: '.
d.';.i!.ocilstOni:themselveS.. to, obser.ie .the,'sta.rS.becomedil.milia.r.,.: ',.
tiHheseti-i8.c1Ji;:and:; could: distingtrlSh-: lLIiy ofdhem at.: oncei;;:
'.posmg~.the':<Whole;'!of.\the'. sky.:,::beside.;should! he, ,clcriided}j;t.
",three stanri,niOiioDi,aritthe;mdst~reIDtlar.;.jJisiZe;8Jid ~i)'dsiti6m;;:,., .',. '.'

'...thEi; tiire~}st~';m:~tlle!E1ig1~:8iouptt1i~:(~ne,:iIii.th~:rirld~~:.iS.Djt~. .< .

:the:largeSt: j~and.:of.'thES~.Scorpiotl1.{~r.Qrij>;::~ll6':on~,~t1remiddl,,(; . ,

.u.>t::bnly..the',:la.rgest;; but:,it:~ i.8;ilio; the'Yred~star.,' Anta.i'es,~tJig;: . '
'at:of:the.p1anet'Mars;;whioh,sometiil;leIJ'oomesin '..thevioinity.of:;
:\.But besidesthe smaller groups of three; ther&srepla.inly:the-;::
rgergroupsof three; ". Eaoh: triad,indicated. oOIlllisi;ing;:ot. stal'1l::':
;U,:together,. becomesj.; a,s.;S;<wholej; a'.st8.rj;iniHiph1t;~ta:.:b~;~~,{
.~:wi~:other:points.. .to!,;f9rmj '11i;,:~e~;;.l~.~~f~O'!1p.':p~a';I~ge~;:~.'
[jk Hence':.w~1la~t;:.Oriq~a/ l:i~ti;.A1c(eD~iI.ri4=,tiie;;eleiades':

iJ:~'~.{d.'muoh)ciriger;line'aoroS,s't11e,~e8:iVens;"';.~e':ti1ad°f s~. ",.
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.w:.Af''Ctui-us:':''..A!.~snnil8.r".arrs.ngemtmt~,prevli.ils"~:~egard '

~:;~l~d. in A.,q~;.: T4~:Jine.,js)1-'?~on~e,~ ,to.t1i~'t,!q ~sC;. '

.t1ie:.head of CapnoOrIiwf.m'~pne; attequoIi;' and' toths'.bril1iS.D.t'~, . .'

~~g~im; ~not1fer., ;:',ThUs':.the. txiiidic:.:lLn'liligement is fiIlly:.~ '.'
&t'~.tfu"ee out'offi:>tir'groups.:,: .:', ,:,';'.' " '..." ..;:',.;;!;',<:....
t:::.> . .: . . . '. . : :;". .

,....

, .. \ ii!i.rW : :fitli;.:'e#oug~;:fo~'!~w~":~ottp~'.to;'B!lt' foi-th.' $6 .periC\d',of.;'

. ~Stiii1~er,,¥1d,th~:.~¥g~ri.i~f]j~~f ~.~::p()~t~diirohl!.raoter'a~01~~.~~'1
:.. ,-Moreover, , as .a;n,:~o~iLi;6d..'pomti' t~e{ brea.ti:mg. up of ~, prolonge4:
'. Idrotight is: thwi' :set: fcirth::::1Ieren1oe's'Ha.ir,.;. whioh.is in;'.th..)
'::"D1erlaiaIi'litrirldiiigii~iit,,:jjf~i:D10I1th,of MittOh"is ~,tr~e' With::tlU!i:!
.,(pririclpliV'h'titn~esh'::"~O~'d;itb.ough:a;:s:n.ow~'of::rlrln" hasicPtttE

, thS".dtiStt ~di'ga.pmg" ~n,::Jia.jfiso!J.ked"l1i>:every' drop' of":#a~j
,;~tJiAf:~hits fa.UeD:.tipOIi'it;;:. .A: sIha;U.,cavity;; howaver; formed o.tt:::thl
<jmiCtion'of the three bra:iiChi!S.of', 8;.:tree!; retains' some: of7,thi
'!:p~ciotts .:thud; aila, hei'e,:m::ntt.m]je*,~~;:.h4'dSare repi'8seilted'i:'m,
.idriliking, .8'.nd;th~~o~utd.Ei;trlloIi.'sfetr~il:ffoDr,th~,:earth. to ,the{-~k:iel

;":~:'p=~~~ff~~~~~~~:~~~~
:,held.m'gr6lj.tresp'ect'1or:hii.Ving..tIi;tigh~"ab'(higines.~hete to: i~1
;pupa. of 'the wood~mti"ithicli: du~g:Aiigrist and Septemb~:do~
.aIi inipotta.nt a.t'tiol~.of: focid;\,:V:eg~i,ii1;(~u~. mytholog:Y;'"i
'N8illoanj or. tM. MiiJlee:.herl.":~levaWd;:to:the. ra.nkr.ofa'godd6S1

. ';' She too is held in mi1oh~~m:for.J.isViD.g..ta.ught them'ho~;:t
, find' eggs. of the;1!.W1e~!ieI1t:.;;whiiJ1iii\:iI;1St(::form' 'an: .iiripbrlil.lj

elemetit,p£,food.~\1ri~g:Oo:fu1:iei.;;:<,:H~fe;:~1ie~are:tWo:: r~pre$e~ts
ti\>-ES'sta.rs.:O(hT~dndilig>\tith:t1i~:t\v.cSrep~e$eiit!itive ~ups 'of's£a.r

n~~~:.t~~~t~~~~;~t~t~d~~~m~~~ti~~:~:!~
diSbovei'y. of pups;: of the:!w(l~d-lU,lt:att~,~ggfc:if1i.l1e v¥allee:.he1i,<i;:!:,
, ABto the I3di1~'potitr~'~~gip£ti;\f~:;D:!ig~jJ'!IiI¥osf~p~c~~a.~,~~~
a:.,cdiispicttous, gi'ouI(: as';:-:t~~:.:S9tit}iem"cross ,'.W0rlldiF:fi~
al:idrigiillillegendll;':' ,.IIit1le~:'~~1. .li~td.~tt~:the~,' C~osS~ri!f:~~

,'which li.ffoi'ds Safety'.to.Boollli' {th~'OpollS$1',that'.wao!rpui'Slied;:l.

.Td!~~ngat::(the;E~i~)i ''J'h~:'.-stOry.f gbe,s..'~~d.t:~he :ll?::.fed.r le£i!:,'l1iI
wMpoti!!"at.. t~e :f(jo~:or.th.8;ti;e~~ai1:d'>~~'oliiri1g~d':l1itb a.n:Opo~~

~ foi' liiScowai'dice, ~::.~Chiti~~~p'p'~;~;be.,the, iirlpersd~ti~'D!;'Q.j
evil; arid is ,ideiltified;: With\tHe :C()S;l"tl9.9k;::"~(j':figui'e .of.lliis; !ilir]

, .s~ce somewnat 1'e}j~inUies-'Uie:}~1igh'.QtitJ.iiie<:'of,',the:' body ,~tttii.,
en1u{ ltiid: henoe"it,: ~tiUl~',;seeni,':thiit:..:~e" 4:iiSky~Ggnr6onp~ :~#.1'
is.a'cl!epted;. dB, thE!':'iriiperil6rlatiqn ;~f;;'erU:;i The-JI'ointi:Ji;iI; s;t:if,~

. grooiiwd.iTior!l*hoS}Jeal'!a.iid)1dJ.1,i!fdhiiigaIj':jj,ri.dtheit'speardti
mii6 tJi~!tree af:.'tM' t\V6:j)ollits{i~preserited:b1'.:;th~,;;tw&'~~;

'. mats; OI1~~iii'aji'a.rini..the~t1iei'~.ili!t1ie!'foot>:of:the:Cross. , :A.b6rl

,~.~:~:fl~~~~~~~:;~~~~;~~'=~~~~~1i~#Pt
" 'ds"i:!Iilled'Warj' oHh€HJrdtN:wJiictr! O'MUpie)i':~";.mdst. diBWtgu;
. ...~.' ," . ;. '-', .,' ;~ ...:. :.; . :'" : ~.. '.':' .". .'.~:
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~.::.and 110doubtthe'~n:c~ta.nc~' of. abo~"1~~ ,Hcrschels.o£:':~e.':.' ..;:.,{;;~:~j

(o::~l~,e :~7b,~~~b~~d 7.:~~~~~:e7~.~~..~~t~... :: ...:':~;;;:,. . :. -:':;iJ;,f1~

.::: T,h~ name,j~ila is perhap!!presefved in th~ abori~l nam.e~; '.

:/.::;'r'~:'.':.:';,"::~' ':" ;; ::::::,': ~o~h~tJk.i! ',": .: '.' ~:"" ': >:\/j~~i<:,: '; '. .
::'-:':Let us follQw a:dift'er6J;i.t"1in(foffuqmry. . Glancing over 'the,;
::..aboriginal'combination of :astronomy and mythology, we. finch.
:::~that. early oC9upants ,of ,,A-.t1,!Itra1ia;,acte4,.much in the same ~y\ ,
};as.' the early inhabiiiim~.::.of't.Europe..I!oi1d..A.sis Heroes'iI.;i:1d:
/)leroine~have beeD"tr8.ns1lit.ed'~iD,~:the;:~to theskies..!... .If ;;4i: '. ,:.<
~:~,P~~ lands :the;Lion u.nd th~, Be~;'a.nd:;o~er':;Brii~81s~,~a."e.. ~~~:: '. ," ,<~:t
:\:~~:v.atedto the heavens, we find; that, Aus~an !Lbongm~)ia;y.e:1 "." " ';
\aJ.So:done.aiI ~u~ f9r,the kangar~o,theopo~~tjJid ~~~)::':~~1:.,..:. ...'.:~,{
l,tj;~BJI.' qqiWrupeds. :, :When:we , com~, to.'.blrds,' ,:w~; ~d,:. i~~;):. .;: .<;~
:;~:,~!e;\i!he,Crow,'alid other birdS fixed in, themythologicahkies .by:"," ."', \;~:

inJ;aabitu.nts of, Asia ,and". Europej'..and. by::those of:.AUstr~ .' .':(;":
:Reptiles.and fishes ha.ve bee:i1;.honor.ed'.also by fuem.:';. nor, hIiJ;i;tA~: .', ..':;:.;':;~
..'re~e~bl~.kiiigd.om f~ed'to.~~pIY\!L:;¥e~::to..p1a~ ,.~~,:~:Q~~~~,~:.,.,. "': ':~~"
lijng- Qh~les;,): ,The. q~estl.OJ:1..0c~rs~::'Wh~~~.~;~y'~g,;,~..:~'j)e:~' '::;";;:.:.:'~;}
~~~.,from .11..,~~u1,;: s~tiny': Qf."the...~a~":'~Aua 'g~eriilly .'. ";";',~';

!.p'~~ug~~befor~q~ notic~,:<In~e.qre~,:tp:yth!>logyt1ie,,1>leiades.. ' ;<~:;?t
l~jJ:~ed",:a,:'grQUP: of' young .ladies;~,who.,were.:.thf!l,':4aug~~J;S.(',9~~,.. .".'::.";
. ,.tla.iltis.::.In the 'Australian mythology, th~ sam~:.groupapp~Ii' '. : ~::.::;..:~,~
s;'i"!gr~upof,duskydamse).s, as.we,11ave',seen, playing tQ the. band,; , . "'C':i

I~I':.~en:.bJ;.Qj'iOxl'going ~oughth~' e,yol~tioDs.:0£ :the ,<;.o~Q~Qr,e~:: . ,::-:~/:f
,.li.U\..'we1~1i.11l~.:~fi..: Stanbljdge'~ pap~; , :FrODl. wprks. o~ th!,.~~~~ '. .,'. ': "./:i,:::~'

~v~~~eIrir~=:t~:~ij~~:flo~i::ij~:roo~~~~t,:;.:.: :..;,::'.::::~'.::~

~preserited.~":,iL'groiip'of~yoU1ig::::~~.elii;::.~::Iii'.the';Qid\ Gf~,. ," . .:.;..:::)~ .
ij.J.!i4Qlogythe, faint 1>leiad, Merope, is obscure compared with.~e' :..'J
l:thers;'beCa.use.shexnarried a.. mer(l mortal, while her' sisters' "':';-::"
':9ddeddivine,personages.. .' In. Austr~lian mythology' the sa;n:!e. .' :::'~.::~1!i!

;'l~ is represented as :bei~g ashamed, and. hidin&. b~hind, :the <. . ":: .~.::?ij~
~i!'!to.naC,coJlntof her 4efective a.ppearance.: ' All .thlS ilSwOrthy. ".. .
)f}~~~ but without someo~er. pgin~pf. idei}ti1iCa.tion:','it;:'rou.~\I.>~

~e~eSB to. s~t do'W'D"the Slmila.1;1ty.'bet:ween the.' two: mjriliolo.
,:~;~ ;eVid~ce: that 'one.was derived.£rom th~.ot4er,or, th!Ltpoth;'.

e):~:,4~~ted ~m. some olde\'. source.. :;'.['0IPt~ a. glittering group.
~~~~ t? ~ ~se~b.1age of young ;da~els is'~ suggestion .whicp..
)i!ld;qUlckly occur .to those concerIied ~ ID.;&'!dngout reSemb~c,es "
\9;D..aJ.ogies.:,,;Even the Spe~no~ce fjf,the less brilliant :¥erope ,'.
)"nea.:dhe Surface of observation "that it 'would' be.unSafE,'.'to,' .

';',!~';inuc1(u~on ~t.,;. These 'c()incid~ceS, however,i sho1i!a:,be: .,..~'.";..., ". '.','1'" . . ..
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fi?";.. '. astroIiomj as bheG:reat':~h;;'.:)3~~:her~again;.as the' outline Of('

~
.: thegroupig;not:'tln1ike..th~i'ofi:nsfi;the'i-eseDiblancemight easily )-:..:

:.: . , . :;~~~:t:.~te~en~tt'%~~1ti.~;,::~ ~~::~:d~~~~:~"::P?:.

>. '. Unfortunately; howe~er;~)11e' a.~origij:iel3'have~sent' up so: many': {';'A;
- eagles'and oroWgi,.t1iatthe'probiL'biIiti~s' m' fa.vou!, of, identification', ;i:'j,

are Iessened:tJiereby.; .'" Sirniir<mcliRigel'are inaleimu female'eagles;:',:'(1.';;
Altair' n~d-rega"(a:coor~ngud'l\f'r.' ;Ridley) are''botp. eag!es,'andt1ie~'~Y;:<;:!
N'orlherri.C'rcnvn.:is' their .nest One' of. the TWins' appears e.180to'.:'!'.;\
)re!dn'eagi8;' Aa tegardiddenturea.tion,t1I.e; Crow'"of"celeStiat~i\ps;.:.;.:(t;
iB'reple;ced'bytlle Kang!U'0o df-Au~.myt1iology; '. Th~.brighf(:<::>.;,~
star..Altair or,Ata.ir; in' the. coristelliLtio.ii'A;qWIa,:<lCour(ltIflm~gI~):~.:;..:"
m the astr<momical':notices colleoted.:.bt 14r.:'Ridley;~"'Here.tlieIiiS'~'/, ::;
eagle for eagle. -Unfortiina~Y;:J1dw~V6i;';the.valiie of thiS ic!enti..<,<

"". '. fication is gei'iotisly'weaK,enea.oyiiIiecon8ideration.that;'as,we.havei:',',.
1,/ seen, 11,'number- of' other. very.1jright""s~s'.have'1?eei1 chosen'tO'\\-,;.:,
'I.'- " represent. eagles: 'At anypoilitl..theh,:cmwe make'.iu1y,thirlg outj' LI:::!
{:,' of,the names l' . Ourfuq'!1iry:noW"Will',~ring-us:into-conta(jt;"witli~';i";,;:

philology, with. whicH, however;.it)s' our'purpos.e ~ deal'onlyml.::;':':'.:
. so far lis;it comes' before: us.~,:",.Tliil.~ tHe-;.rQots. of"son:ie..8.borigiiml~}!";,

wordir are ilie sa.m'ea~t:tIios&.o('tIi6lo}~ag~'Of.'.A.sia;':and: EUropEf':':.<)
has often: Stru.ck':obserVets;~.,:~9:0lliiIS; and~Mfuidi;', Milesj,Hull;. and~' (:/.;';'

.' Bennetti., Its::8.lSo':the'.;R~vere:iids.:T~reI]tI!~~:;Ri~eY;8.nd'Ttip~r:;-::/~
ma.y' be"meIiti~ne~' 'asJ:~9Jv~h~:-po.i:ir.~~<t+6il~:''w9r~.': b~rfug' cl6s~ ::;':~j
resemoliUlce, i:i:i"mearifug~and)!terii~re~tS;~~'.v0!!is.~ Asiatia' a.nct~;...<..

~rl:~f=~~J!;.~~~~~~~:~e
.

~i~
.

'~;~t~~'~~;~:£:::::;J;
.1~.\:

eagle; bu.t ,alSo contlims,'ili tD:e:Jatter, p!i1;t-,ai-'gWi'Zfthe'same'rbot.!i.s\' j!;

illErLatin' aquila' itSelf;' 'Let: ~iit1j:eril~~A~~*~t1ie ~m& Totyar~;:,,:/:
tile abcirigin41 nll.Ii1e o~':tHe, st9.l"'Atiili-;. ~ .:Aquira.; , :That. HfapplielrT;:i';r

to:~~ brigHt, s~
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.not!.stop Olp"p!O~~s.:": The"E~cul,!-r,',pfteD' expandS"'1D:td!the: ;,:.(

general, iind c0m>:ei'self{the-'g~eral:'.~J]::c9hcr~&s;'intci.t1i& .pa.r~.>': '
ticnlar. Moreov6r'j the fa.Ct:~;tlUt.t';PtoleinY'9.Ep'li6s; ~he .niuIi,lf";:"

1
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.

(aetos) td the brig~t.star'
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Tb.first part of. the word:":"Tatr~iS1. ewy:<djSc9Vere~~fm,..t1ie'i.\l-;
vocabulanes. to bean iJ.bore.viii.ted,'fonitof.the 'word" tOiilif8i.whi~f~:. " . ." '. , . .' . ,-. . ,..J ..' I."

111eil.11S;a:.stiLl'; Totyarg1ri1; then, Iriew.tlie Bta~"A:i'guil>THe'wo1ifi:Y:'
tlJ.urte'reminds: US. of. the GreeJt,: teTlZ8;:..t1lTat'08;'S\vond~, a.si~ .8i"!~"
JieaveIiIy sign. . 'There ig 'also.tliEq~lural~ epic form;" teirea; :Bigmr :/~~1
h:eaverily coniltel1at~ons,.. Oil the' SHier(lot~cbilleS;.mad~ DY,V:ulCazif

. the p.oet ~el1s uSi' "The earth:a~d~!;kY liiid'eear:;: ;':f ItIid i1Jl'th~ ~t.9.r8i~
, (eeirea)'With,whicli' heaven 'is' CrirWnecf,~~wer6:repreaented:~(lliii;~,: -
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, .~~i!Sno'iio!tY '1DF ''THE. -AVSTRALI:A:N .DOBiIGINES. '

/.:".~~.:niii/48'4-it.) . The:root :.is.-w1d~r6s4,:b~ing ;f~rid 'in;iiii~. ,. ,
~;};. 'PerSian; Zend, 'and ::Sanscrit'Of .Asia'; 'in: the- Gothic, ''With:,itS,.. '
~:,,::::\uiunerous modem descendants'in J!1uropB;'in the. Latin; Witih:;':its

::i'"num'arous 'descendants";'in the''Oreek, and .in the .Armoric branch
.,>.tlHheCeltic'lllJigilage.' .. .' :" , ' .', . , : '...'

:;.''.~.:It:may be here noticed th8;t theoj;ibilant, the letter -s,"ig'-a.lm.ost
;':'wh9llY.1v.antmg in aboriginaldia1ectei;Now, -although'it occurlf'h1:' ' .
:'~f,!SO':many;roots,"ihe ':Sansciit ..and.the 'Greek. supply;:t'orms iv'hiCh' ,
:/:.~~ense .with, it;. 'At ::the'same~i.nie . jihase .forme '-appear' to ''be
::"'',;~acceptedas of the sa.me root With theforin.S'r~ferred to which possess

V'::~~'6:mbil!'Jit., In, Sanscrit; 1'(e:have..~8taras'-(pl ) and .tat:a,' star1. dn ,
';~\5{'!Greek,.'teras and '.teirea,' 'as' well 'as:. 'rJ6ter:.1md astron.', '-The '.Pe6u~.
!i:p.~,&rities iwhi{Jh :appear jn'lists,.of' .aborigiDal 'words for eagle and
(::'birds"or:that des~ption' 'ue"a.1lfu'aCcordance withth~ wel1~kno1V1l
};l'rmclples :of, c~mparative 'gra.nim.ar;"'?The;?letterilg,' k,"wi~:'(r.arld
":;\~:q,i-asaJao'with the aspirate:forins gh,::&~~;:IiJl.::bald1!g-tQ ?ne:cl8.~s.,
/~f.: le'tteril,:and:'are .iriterchangeable. .:.'The".La.ti:il.aqwila,-;beoomes'
}:i<rip11.ila:in SpaniSh, 'aiiJle' in' Freno1i; and ~ag1e 'in EpgliSh.. ;'In '
:'~B.-boriginallists it ,will'benoticed that. stem-letters, represented ~1?y
:':~"~;g!,' cl, 'are found' in words -along .theeaBteril side of.:A.ustrEilia;.
:,!~from.9ape'York..to Victoria, and..ev6n.to:.o.ysteJ;'Bay,in:.the sou'Ql~, .
:!~east''Of'Tasmania.There is ,one wf:)rd"of:sp.eciali:int~~ ; .1t',is:the ::
7.word :Ooolapatamb'a,"This'; is ;the.'aborigin8.1),name,;of ;Moi#J.t;".
-¥:tJa.1rncross,".in :'New.ED;gland." .The'.mes.ning<ofJt ...hllls~been . .
'J:preseived 'by' 'Lie~tei1aiit'Breton . ('fEic~i3ions' in '.'New' ;So'iith' . ,
~:Wa1es, .~O,j"'p,,~4~; '~London,'~',~833.),. .,~~m~ans, :"'Whe.r.e r~he .

:~'e%,le~n11ks:' '8oIldIt 18.'as 'poetic 'as It ,lSstate1y. It.Will ;1>e
i:~:.noticed.also that the part -oor/la 'agrees .closely' with the' forms
:':;jOoael,]{awool, and Kowoo~:.t1i~ 'wor~ for. es.gleiIi.Joca.litii!s:iin: .
:~\'the'same general district.'inwhich 'Mt. .cairncrossis situated. ''''The''
-~:presencl! .Ofi the 'ietterr, iD. .A.rgu'i! :'requires ~tO:.:b'e:cioti~ed.;:..';.:It;i~::: ,'.

(lost eaSily..introduced.into'.;p.laOes~~~;.w¥ob, -if:.4.oe~'.~o~t1:)e.1~rig;'f.!',
~usful'~borigiil8.1'ltdrds for::Cro1v.i',,*e,1iafe:isUbJi':~ellings'.~'wah?:. '.'
riciu,~aswell as ,war,'. N ow'although ':t)1ese!'Ii.r~110 doubtiIirita'tive

6'f-.!the'croa.k"ofthe bird itself, the 'vihratory letter hailfourid :itS .

#iy into';some of the forms.. In othedorms tor 'the i name ;,eagle, "
.~eDnd .this'same.peculi8.rity with reg&.rd1to.,the 'letter'".: 'Thu~~ .
~l:ireis waa-pij,.an eagle, and'1i1so"wB.r"pil ari.-eagle.'.IVWilHj'e,:

io#ci:jii; of course,' 'th8.t'there'ar~~,oth~r~fdriii(~. gl, &c:';i'tiliediteDl-'.':'
,~~s~h,qui~.in'wlrlch :~ci;r<-oco~s."A:s.to~.the 'viuious"foriiis....
J~1'i;;"'iig'with,u1, "'WI,'bl,pI, riiltlihe'!6im'tWo :cifthese.iiidicatethe"
~e 'difference between ~g1ish"ana' Oontirien'til;1;'Spelling. . :Thus'. ,

~fLU~loe: of.Bishop Salvado 'is:obViously ~1ie'Same as the. .'Wo~ar. ,
)f.~8ii:Geo~ge.Grey~ 'We !have 'an 'r":inthe" one 'w11iCh.isnot in -the ,.

.~er< ;~Th~!'wordWo.ijar 'is 'not' 'un1ike:r ulture, and. ~tIIiea.ns ''Ii
~],ture~"";;As"oo.the 'other IOnris, they -8.~e'from 'the' well-kno'W1l~

r~~~'.w1ii~.~teiize ',~e '1fi;biaJai.'p. aspirated bec~mes'. ..
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"ph=fj b aspirated beco~eS)h.~.Y:j ;th~formi~,mis the .appro- ':»S
priate nasal to ,thelabial,class,as,:nJA.y;be. s~~h,:.in~opp's Compp.rS.-' ');~i.~

: tive Gl'amina.r.,LOokfug'. d9wri'.:the'col~. of a.boriginal words for' ,';;'
.! eagle and some of the birds,of/thes~e Aass,:it is very noticeable - .

howpersistentis.the rQot' ~;.th~ ::vlirious;.for~s~bl, pI; wl, inl .
. : \Acoretibnsoccur.prefixed.to the:root;, .aMalsop:ccretionss~edj .
'i but~Hoot strikes d~ep through'Ii.ll.;,(,:.:,:,::", : <i.. '.;" <... ." ,,'

, ::' The' dropping of the iriitia.1:~~eri1-letter'm.:a ntimber of the forms '.',;;
"'"req1,1iresto be IiotioecL'~':,~iIj.~ection'of the roWs of woi'ds given.' ::'i
. :.from the vocil.bul8.rieIH)fabodgilinl words .leav.es' no doubt that, W . ~;;

:.is,the'same root "hi9hjspe1'Mtuated.through'
,

:the serieS,' though.
:with.mantniodifiootion~;"~e o1rlefmodifica~oIiis the dropping',...

. . ;.;ofthe initful stem-letwreprbsented.1JY. g, k; 4,'91' Cj '.but this;is '.::~~
'a,well known phenomenon in'languages exiuninetl~.imd~~ompared. ")"

by philologists. Thus, when. a dental.a.nd. a.labiat, coDie;:together '. JR
the initial dental sometimes, diSappeari::::.D.uell~h.or: dvellum, " >.(;

. losing the clbecomes bellu'l1i.;'.,~..A.g~j)j.gutiiliralarid a. liquid ~ay ,.;/,:
'..cometogether,and .wefind th~ guttijl'aLdropped.,'. In ~the . case o~ ".:.~i
, kmela'll'jblack; we. hav~. two fo!JDS,:~lain()s, 'l¥1d :.melan,': in 'which .'}"
...latter ,CIUI~the initial guttural is :dropped. ',' :,:We.,a.re . also ;amiliiJ,r. >::..~..
with snch peculiarities as iD.git.er,?'e..of the French being war. in :;/.:

,English, gwin of the Welsh. being ,thevinum of..the.Latin... In '..~/
, these cases the gutturiU at. the ~eginning. disappear~ 'and is r~. :..) ':'.~
.~laced by a letter ofthe la~iilJ, 'pla,ss.::In:Engl~. ~tself. we have..,)
,the guttural in guaird diso.ppe~ng:.b~Qre the la.bial' W in wOlJ'~,'. ':";
.As w.the two forms, thel<>,rigex"~4 the shorter,' the' pne wi~h :l!oIid '..;
.the 'other without:the'gutt~a.t the.beginning, it is only,.proper . ',.'
to point ou* that thef.8.i'e)~pth~j~epresenteddJ?.' the:la.iigilages. .of,;
Europe and' Asia ::.ThE!.4¥ri' aquila;, .withJts madern. Spanish.,
repl'esenmtive ag11,ila,olosely.resembles$e agal-eg of. 9ape York,
the wali of the Malay a~d.Arabic laJiguages,the willp of SaiJ.#l '"
Austfulia. . <",;'.:...;., '><. .:' .: .;.:. ': :...: 'f. ",' "':.i:,'

The aboriginal name'. ~t'!Jarg~il,' .wit)). ~c;>ciifi~tions;.Beems to :.'::~i~
reappear both in South :.A.ustrali.a and .Tasmania.. In the. fonner '. {~

.ofthese Colonies we find. the word Jiltiltutti, meaning a ~season',of. '
the YPM. :.N OWjif 'fl'otyar.guil;m:~ :.st~r~eagle,'it would' se.em
pretty. plain that Wiltutti exhibitS the same; roots with;~h~ 'o~der

'reversed. .Another, South .,A,usti'a.1ian..form' is WilluUi,' ~hich.
means 8fJ'oing, This ngrees...with.:\J1et'Wofold,diyision be~een' ~he
summer group and the ,,,inter grouP,. the eagle group belanging to'
the lattcl'. Again, ~he vocabulary- of. .Messrs. Teichelmann ':and:

.Schilrmaim giyes the word, WiUo:iI.sniea.nfug.an eagle, and W:ilto'.' .

.as both, a star and an. eagle./T.llis la.st:appears to b~ a mer.e .H
;' . contraction.of Wil!utti,.th~sea.son.of the year,in whi<ili.~e s~~,\

. ,the. eagle-liI a ruliIig,mgn..m th~ heav~n~., '.These II.BSOClation,sseem. 'ii
.to fix Potyarguil and Wiltutti as really: the same ilame., The '.:;:;':
occurrence:.dn South. .A.ustJ:alia...:o.f:the name Wntutti, 'w~?f1 :::

--

, . . -.;
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. appears tp','Qecompoundedof the sameroots as TotyarqUil,is. not..
very wo~derful; cohsi.denng that ,the Mallea'. country extends faJ:.
into South .Australia... ..~h~~o~curr~ce of. the :wo.rd.Weelaty'in
the south-east of Tasmania is morenoJiiceable.: ThiS .word means' .
an eagle, and readily '.~eS' itS pla~e:with the 'So~th Australian '..

'. wprds Wiltutti, a season of the year, an.d;Wilto, which ineans
'.:.both a star and an eagle, and presents sa much of the appearanco
.' .of being' a mere contraction of Wilttitti. :The'materialsunder:
'.:.review seem to show that the root of the aboriginal word for..eagle .
.'is the same as thD:tof' the Latin aquila. We have seen that it is ' .

~'r no mere isa1ated root j it: is .wide-spread over the whole of .
'::7..,A,ustralia., being faund in 'dialects in Queensland, Now South
(":.'Yalos~ . Victoria, Tasm~m, ,:.S~uth,,A,ust1'alia, ~d Western.
/:': Austra.lia.. The .only portion. in:which the root'does not occur is
~.::i'~he norlh.west~a.. territory, however, 'in rega.rCl to.. :which. the,'
i::~voc.abularies '8re .few. In the meantime, at least,. the root .may;
j'> take if.!:!place with such others as have been pointed out fr'cim'time'
':<: to time, and 'some future inquirer, on ~ wider basis of induction;'.
<: may. be "in a. position to decide how far such words are merecoinci.'
l;;~<dences,or how far they prove that the ancestol'S of the aborigines
I}'Y.wereone with those whose descendants have 8prend over Asiaa.nd
~;,.Eu1"ope. In c.onclusion, I desire to say that the region called the.
' ~.;Mallee .Scrub was visited some time ago by. ILspecial. :representa-
..:-tiveof the MelpourIle '...4.rgUB,'"Hc."desciibes the p.oltion which
:::::belongsto Victor,iaas a triangle, whose sides al'e a.bout200 miles
:,~in"lengi;h. TheJarea.is about 13;000,000 of acres, and occu-
"':pies about one-fifthof thewho~e area of the Colony. No river
;~'runs through' it, 'and the places markeclas lakes a.re often dry.
~..Thereare sand-hills some .ofwhichrise as high as 2,50feet.. These
.are ca.1leduPineRises," as sometimesa fewspecimen~ .ofMun-ay .
: pine trees growupon.them. Otherwise the countrYis occupiedby
'::~e. Mallee.. ~prt\b,which.)s .summarily- call~d Ute. EucalyptuS
~.f!.umosa,'although "otherspecles," as ,the. E. oleosa' andE;. socialis, "
Ii.r~ also .fouI}d.' The avel1Lge height. of. ,the' trees' is about 12
feet, while the maximum is 25. The monotony of such a country
~~ _: as bewildering' as an expanse of open.. ocean. . This was .
8i:.'suitable region f.or the cultiva.tion of a knowledge .of.the stars.
,~e mechanical grauping which we havc cOl1sideretl accords weU
With.the circumstances of the people. :Mr. Sta.nbri.dge'mentio~s
J;hatthey claimedto be bet~er .acquainted with. thestai's than any .

:ter tribe. The materials preserved,' which we have' been

:~J.~t~~t~~g, seem pretty fairly to ~stablish this claim.', " ; ~. .

f&';e:,;.,>... ' . '., ,
"" . . ':. I'

/. :.:
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.~ean .aria.~ti~. !cirds'for:.eagle, "h,aWk,'&o,

. ' ' .', .' ;;(l;)With:lItemletters.nt...A.guila. .' ,

.:Aqili.Ia_",~,.~.,.'Q'L )~~ila.gle,La~. .' . '.
'. ,;A~:;..;.~.~.~:..:G:L .;~gle.."Spamsb.,

..~gle;.,.;..~_..~..~.<.G L .Iiea.gle,:F:r,en~', . .
~gle ~..G.L. eagle,.~glish.. . .

.' (2.) 'DrOpp~g the initial giltturiU.
. ;'(Aq.)uila . , : ' .' . .

Wall :":'':'' . 'WL eagle, '~y, '&0. .

, .:.A.mitra.li~ words .for :eagle. ,

" .' '.JI.) "Wjth.saine.stem letters as .Aquila.
. .,.igaZ-eg ~.~..:.-.' G L ..'eag1e,CapeY~rk.

. ' 'Gooa~a1ighta G L eagle, Tasmama. .
. i-oou& ;: C L .eagl!!.Wilson River;"N.S.W.

Kawoill ,..; KL' 'eagle, ¥anning'Itiver;'N.S.W. .
.Ooola-patamba 0 L' :where.theeag1edrinks," ld;ount

.. . '. '.. ., . ..Oai~orpl!8~ NiS:W. .' .
Klu-roong ..; K"L ,haw'k,-'Vl0tona.
Keeil-gur '... ;.: ,:'.K L . "hawk;"Western'A,ustriWa.

:Pun-gyL..; ".:.. G;L.. .eagle,7Vjotoria. . .'
Pittie.kiZ.kadie-:.:..,,. .K'r-. :ha.w.k;Sov.th Australia.

. . '(2.)ThOpping .the.initia1glittUra1.
:(Ka.)--wOol.' . " .

. .Ual.-ce 1 .UL ". TIT t
.

A. :"

.'UaZ.ciaS .'.. :'eag1e, ~y-e~ern n u&..
'Wil-lo ~ 'W L eagle;'.A.de1a.ide. .

, Wil-to,..: :..;.. W L star,'ea~le,'Ad~de...' . .
. ~Wi.l-tutt!-:.;:... ,W. Lsea~oniof yeo.r, Adelaide. '

Wil.lutti .W L spnng:, .Ad.elai~e . '
W~Z.aty ;... "'IVL . eagle,:I'asmnma.. . ,,' ,...,

'Wol.jar :;.~; ;:"W.L..:,~ture,:;Western :Australia.'"
:'.Bifyarra"A"~;; .'B'Ii' :,ea"gle;:Darling'River, .i.

..Dib-biZ ;, ;; ;...~ :;B L \'eagle;'Brisbane Riv.er. .
. Wer-bill , ~ B.L' -eBgle,MtuTay.Riv.eJ:.

PuZ-tyak"., ..P L eagle,!.bnning.River.
PciZ.ongB ,P L . hawk,Kamilli.roi. . , .

Pirr-piZ 'p L 'eBgle,West of-Victoria. ,," .
War:pil ~ . P.L . eagle, Richo.rdson River, Viotoria.. .
Wu.s.-pZ \. . P,L ,ee:gle,.LoddonRiyer, .Victoria..

Mil-kiilw.orie.i.. _,ML '.hawk;.'South AustraJiB... . ,'.
MuZ:1,U'ah':;.w' .M L~hawk,'Westeni.,Austrlilia. ';'

':~~Y."~):~;~i.;:. ,::MP/ ..eBgle/;New::Soii~b,.~ ales.::. ..Mul.lion M.L ,...eagle,.:&:a.JJillIU'OI.,". ' .' .
. .MuZ,;len...~;::...,;::.M:L\.ea.gle,;Waggl1:w:agga, .N~S.W".

Muz"len l.." ..', ,. Xi. . h k ,.."to ,.'" I.'

. .Mul-len~',~"'-"'~ , L.. . ;. B1'" .,'::~IC .nB~''''." . .,

: . .;~=:~l,-:'.~~~::';';' .::.~~ ~aV;~~'~~rt.J.-s~n:. ~ - .'~.::". .' !..,..

. ~he atithontiesfoi' tneforeg0mg.:A.:U~8.lia.n'Wbrdsare~':";:'OolIins,,/
Bre~~ (Li~i?-t.), }4itchiffi (Sir.T..L.);' Stokes (Capt.), TeichelmBJrii..""

" a.n,d,SQh\irrilatril~vs.), Grey (Sir G.), Salvado(Bishop), M 'Gilliyj;a.y"
. . Milligan,Ridley(Rev.),R: Br!?ughSmyth,~d Da'Yson,together-:~

:with some ~a.n\iscript vOCa.~~aries. . ;' ':.:;' .':;1;
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>The Spectrum and Appearance of the recent Comet.
'..- , . .

r:' By H.' C. RUSSELL,B.A., F.R.A.S.

[Read before the ~oyal Society qf N.S.. W., 6 July, 1881.]-
.~.;,

'~S.A.wthe cpmet fust on ~he.ev~ing of May 25th. It was then
\1.'conspicuous object with tb-e' naked' eye, and with the aid of u.
:pfuocular glass I traced the tail twelve degrees; : With the Ht
,inch' refractor the nucleus was 'very -weIT.qefllied; it appeared a
li~e oval in shape, the longer .axis being coinoident with' the
iXectioIi {)f the.t8.il There was' a slight' coma in fl'Ont orit: . The
ia.meter of the nucleus was fciur seconds of arc. . '
:::From May 25th to June 2nd cloudy weather prevented 'observa-
[oIlS,except just a glimpse on the '2nd, when I s~w it between
'!6.'clouds. ' The coma had very much increased in front of the
11Q1eus.. The 'morning .of J una 5th was fine, a still g~eater
liji-easein .the ooma was visible, the' greater part Qf it in: front of
LO,:II,ucleus,put a large shoot or tail.like part .~xtended.£romthe

[pw,ingside and then turned to the tail . (SeeDrawing A.) . The
rilingof the 5th was also.finB~and as. I looked at the comet it
..~~d.over ~small star, ninth magnitude, some of the brighter 'parts
rtpe comagoihg over it without'stopping any of its light, so fai'
.r~I.could see. This stal' with others in the to.il are shown in~ .
'~wing B.I At 6h. l5m. 5s. p.m., S.M.T., the star and comet 11lltI
.:-,same declination, and- the distan~e from centre to ce~tre,

'Ilred with the filar micronietet:, was only twenty-one seconds
0.: At the same tiine three very sma.ll stars were shining

I~gh the tail with no apparent loss of light.' Dra.wing B was
~'at'this time; and a good sot cif measures with another man

.::~vas obtained. It Was remarkable the chango in .the' coma
~9P':s~emed to have taken place since the' morning, but from. its
""'ti6iit appearance I think it must lIave ],een.0\11' atmQiillhero .

~E!ventedme from.'seeing as much of tlio coma in the evening
!.~.th 'as I did in the mo~g. . . . . ..,.:. . .';"

tl1.~..illorning'of June 6thI' obtained a. good set of measures
f~~o1net.and' a seven' magnitude star,. and on the evenilig of
.ipe.~day; there being no. good' star for' obilervlition, I '4eter-

;Q:test the comet with thtl spectroscope; but. before doing
~g..()W8.s' made, to sho,!, the rapid. change that waS going
it§oma..': This was the only time that there seemed to be'
~:itJ.l]W1o'Ybehind the nucleus, and I may mElIltionthat the
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